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Joe Sakato, ane of the country's faw living Madal of Honer raciplents, has passed away He was 94
SNEWS atd pm 12/3/15

A little box of books can make a big ditference in a neighborhood.

So say local supporters of an international movement that places free-standing lending libraries in public
spaces and in front of homes. Passers-by take a book or leave a book at thelr lelsure.

The concept has taken root in Fort Collins. There are no sign-out sheets, fees o fines. The idea is to provide a

(Photo: Kavin Duggan/The free exchange of books while promoting literacy and building community, satd Nick Armstrong of the Maple Hill
Coloradoan) subdivision.
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Armstrong set up a library — a weather-proofed wooden box measuring 20-by-21-by-22 inches with a pitched roof and swinging door — in the 2300 block
of Bar Harbor Drive in October.

“It's had some good turnover,” he said. “There's some coo! local knowledge stored in this littte library.”

Armstrong, a big supporter of childhood literacy, sald a variety of matertals have passed through the library, including novels, cookbooks, travel books
and children’s books. It can hold up to 30 books at a time.

The red and white box sits next 1o a trail that ties into the soon-to-be-constructed Maple Hill Park.
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Placing the structure required the cooperation of the area homeowners association and its landscaping company, which set the stout post that holds it up.
Armstrong maintains the library and makes sure It is fully stocked.

Inspiration for the project came from the nonprofit organization Little Free Library,
ather resources to participants.

According to the organization's website — [itllefreelibr. 1q {hitp://iittlefreelibrary.org) — fittle libraries have been established in all 50 states and 70

countries since 2010. As of September, about 32,000 libraries were established around the world.

which sells kits for libraries and provides a registration system and

Sarah Cody, who lives in west Fort Collins, hopes to establish a libra

ry near the intersection of West Prospect Road and Banyan Drive on a piece of land
owned by the city of Fort Collins stormwater utility.

The project is expected to be done in 2016, perhaps in coordination with a youth group, Cody stated in an email to the Coloradoan.
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Cody, whose professional background is in childhood development and education, said sh

e heard about Llttle Free Library a few years ago and was
interested in the concept.

“I love the interaction that comes from community projects, and to be involved in a col

mmunity project around the very important topic of literacy is so
valuable,” she stated.
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City officials sald they have no problem with placing a library on the site, which is cross

ed by a neighborhood trail, as long as it is maintained by residents
and does not interfere with operations on the property.

Cody has run a summer reading club for area children for a couple of years. Getting books for the little library should not be a problem, she said.

The Poudre River Public Library District does not participate direct!

y with little libraries but Is supportive of the concept, said spokesperson Paula Watson-
Lakamp.
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The district could help fittle libraries get books if they are needed through the nonprofit Poudre River Friends of the Library, she said.

Litile Free Library lists 16 “charter” Fort Collins focations on its website. However, several others librarles around town are not registered with the
organization.

Proprietors decorate libraries to suit their tastes. The Barking Beagle's Little Free Library in the 3200 block of Gunnison Drive features images of dog
benes and a water bowl. Inside the tight, fittle building are dog treats as well as donated books.

Erik Hardy, who fives on West Oak Street near City Park, built his library using Scrap wood as a winter project. The library Is popular with nearby
residents and is visited by people who live outside the neighborhood.

Hardy said he sees people check out the library four or five times a day. Some drop off books; others pick them up, Neighbors seem to take have taken
“ownership™ of the structure, he said, and have helped keep it stocked with a variety of interesting reading material.

Any neighborhood would benefit from having a littie library, Hardy said.
“You'll really enjoy it and People will thank you for it," he said.

Building community is a primary goal behind the little library concept, Armstrong said. Toward that end, Armstrong said he would Support placing libraries
in city parks and other public spaces.

Parts of Fort Collins are “book deserts” where accessing books requires driving to a library building rather than walking, he said,
“Having these libraries around in city parks would really ensure everybody got access to books and reading material they want to,” he said
Kevin Duggan Is a Coloradoan senior reporter covering local govemment. Follow him on Twitter, @ coloradoan dugg.
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Free home energy monitors available at city libraries
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website for the clty's Peak Partners Initiative to reduce electricity use during peak hours.

Reporter Jacy Marmaduke covers environment and breaking news for the Coloradoan. Follow her on Twitter at @jacymarmaduke
(httosMwittar.com/acymarmaduke).

Read or Share this story: http://noconow.co/1YDjR3s

Fort Collins Utilities customers can now check out a free tool at the library to monitor their home energy use,

The battery-operated device, calied the Home Energy Monitor, lets residents track their energy use by
kilowatts, kllowatt hours and doiiars and cents. Resldents can turn appliances on and off and watch the
reading on the device change in real time to ferret out energy hogs around the house. You can also compare
how much power you use on different days.

The device is availabie for checkout at ail three iocations of the Poudre River Public Library District

more information at PgakPartnersFortCollins com/HEM (htip://www.PeakPartnersForiCollins.com/H
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