Letter: Explore issues of diversity

Mary Vivo  3:44 p.m. MST March 7, 2016 mQ \Q\NP“\QRN "

Mary Vivo is the media chair for the Human Relations Commission.

I'm proud to live in a community where governing leaders openly discuss and embrace ways to improve
relationships and celebrate the heritage that makes Fort Collins an appealing place to live.

The Fort Collins Human Relations Commission (HRC) advises the City Council and serves community
members by promoting acceptance and respect for diversity. As a unique component of our city government,
the HRC spearheads educational programs and activities throughout the year.

(Photo: Courtesy photo)

The HRC has presented several series of forums to raise awareness and host critical conversations about
issues that impact us all. Last year’s forums enticed many community members to explore multiple and varied aspects of mental health issues.

This year's forums, presented by the HRC in conjunction with the Poudre River Public Library District, will address the topic “Issues in Diversity.”
Participants will explore many aspects of diversity that may include dimensions of race; ethnicity; gender; sexual orientation; socio-economic status;
age; physical abilities; religious beliefs; political beliefs; or other ideologies.

Designed by teens and adults, these intergenerational programs give voice to thought-provoking presentations and discussions. Teens and adults are
encouraged to join us to view eye-opening glimpses into the challenges facing our community and explore options that will enhance the multifaceted
fabric of our future.

All presentations are 7-8:30 p.m. in the community room of the Harmony Library, 4616 S. Shields St. Light snacks will be served.

Wednesday, Ethnicity in the Media; June 8, Challenges of Gender Identity and Roles; Sept. 14, Technology: Larger Global Community or Increased
Isolation?; Oct. 26 — Are We Headed Toward a Dystopian Future?

We look forward to seeing you Wednesday. We invite you to be intrigued enough to attend, challenged to participate and open to explore the benefits
of diversity.



Mihelich: HRC promotes diversity, equity and inclusion

Jeff Mihelich 7:31 p.m. MST March 8, 2016

] Diversity, equity and inclusion are themes woven throughout the City’s Strategic Plan and the municipal
organization. We aim to provide a welcoming, inclusive community where all residents and visitors feel
valued, safe and connected.

To keep us on target, City Council appoints a Human Relations Commission to promote acceptance and
respect for diversity through educational programs and activities, and to discourage all forms of

discrimination based on race, religion, age, gender, disability, etc.

(Photo: Courtesy)

On March 9, the HRC will host “Diversity Forum: Ethnicity in the Media,” from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Harmony
Library, 4616 S. Shields St. The intergenerational program series is expected to engage participants in thought-provoking activities and dialogue.

This is one of many activities the HRC will sponsor throughout the year. HRC activities in the past decade have included:

*Hosting significant discussions on racism and diversity.

«Supporting such community events as the “Eracism” film series, the Martin Luther King Jr. march and rally, and CSU’s annual Diversity Conference.
*Offering commission member expertise to grade Poudre School District poetry, art and essay contests.

*Deliberating racism issues such as freedom of speech vs. hate zones in the community, hate pamphlets against undocumented immigrants and at
least two incidents of student anti-Semitism.

*Coordinating student and adult panels at a K-12 Anti-Bullying Forum in 2011.
*Presenting a communitywide Elder Abuse Prevention Forum in 2012.
Sponsoring an eight-part series of informational Mental Health Forums in collaboration with the Poudre River Public Library District (2014 and 2015).

The Human Relations Commission accomplishes its mission through coordination with community groups and other city boards and commissions. It is



Jean Bosch_

[OLD'TOWNLIBRARY MANAGER |

For Jean Bosch, manager of Old Town
Library, her duties go well beyond leading
a team of about 23 people to help ensure
the Poudre River P ublic Library District s
operating effectively. Whether it's working
w ith organizations that serve the

homeless or nurturing a
partnership to offer creative
learning opportunities,
Bosch's work allows Old

Town Library to provide
something for everybodu.
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Beth Rosen

Meet Beth Rosen, the City's Affordable Housing
Program Administrator. Rosen administers federal
and City funds for affordable housing programs
and ensures compliance with federal regulations.
She says these closings are some of the best
times she has in her job working in the \
City's Social Sustainability department - the 1

newest department at the City within the /f\/

Sustainability Services Area.
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Libraries are catching a wave
that goes beyond books
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Tired of wading
through joh
postings?

With new and improved
search capabilities and listings
for library and school library
. professionals, it is the resource
| you need to find the right job
i for you.

GET STARTED TODAY!
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Contributors

MARCH 2016

. “Spreading the Word,” pp. 44-46: poet
and author Rebecca Kal Dotlich cre-

¢ ated her own library out of sheets and
bricks in her backyard when she was

© nine years old. Her latest effort is The

- Knowing Book {Boyds Milis, 2018). Visit
. her at rebeccakaldotilch.com.

J. Patrlck Lewls served as the third
U.S. Chiidren's Poet Laureate (2011-
13), and his iatest books Inciude
National Geographic Book of Nature
Poetry (2015). He can be reached
at jpatrlcklew!s com.

Carale Boston Weatherford's hybrid-
genre works mix poetry, blography, and
. nonfiction with historica fiction, such

| as her Caidecott Honor book Voice of

k. Freedom (Candiewick, 2015). Visit her
oniine at cbweatherford.com.

Katle Darty (“Library

| Makeover on the
m=s  Cheap,” pp. 18-19)
is a iibrarian at North
Buncombe High
Schooi in Weaverviile,
NC. She transformed
her library with the
help of fellow Ilbrarian CIndy Mackleman, as-
sistant Tony Sykes, and interior design teacher
Stephanle Griffin.

" fins), releases fali 2016.

Valerie Sawicki (“Reluctant Readers Love
That Dog," p. 20) currently teaches sixth-
grade humanities at the Young Women's
Leadership Schooi of Astoria, NY. Her
favorite places are filled with books and
board games, and she eagerly awalts the
revival of Gilmore Girls.

Diane P. Tuccilio (“Make a Spiash,”

pp. 50-55), teen services librarian at
Poudre River Public Library District, Fort
Coliins, CO, has authored boaks about
teen ilbrary participation. in her free
time, she reads, writes, runs, and hikes
in nearby Rocky Mountaln National Park.

Brenda Boyer (“Search App
Smackdown,” pp. 36-38) lives
in Kutztown, PA, with two sons
and two dogs. When she lsn t
at work as

the teacher
librarian at
Kutztown High
School, where
she encour-
ages her
students to read and perfonn
smackdowns, she can be found
on various bike or ski tralis.

. Linda
Jacobson
{*Braiile’s
New Age,”

. pp. 40-43

) and “Endless
Summer
Leamning,”
pp 30-34) ls an education
writer and editor based In the
Los Angeles area. When she's
not writing, she's supporting her
two figure-skating daughters
and hockey-piaying son at the
iocal ice rink.

Cover filustrator Dan
Page Is a husband, fa-

A ' . ther, and soccer coach.
Chelsey Philpot (*Pat- . He lives near Toronto
rick Ness on a Mission,” with his wife, Shan-
' p. 21) Is & former SLJ non, and three teenage
book review editor. Her * daughters, and he heips
§ second young aduit coach his youngest
novel, Be Good Be Rea! daughter’s soccer team,
. Be Crazy (HarperCol- which forces him to get out of the studlo.

Education librarian at California
State Fuilerton, Lettycla Ter-
rones (“Twenty Years in the
Making,” pp.
56-58) ioves
hanging out

In her mom’s
kitchen, es-
caping out into
the desert,
thinking a fot
about picture
books and critical Ilteracy. and
taking her dally meditation prac-
tice wherever she goes.

www.sf.com
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